Duodenal angiosarcoma: an unusual cause of severe gastrointestinal bleeding.
Angiosarcoma is a rare soft-tissue neoplasm that occurs most often in the skin and the subcutaneous tissues but very rarely in the gastrointestinal tract. We report a case of primary intestinal angiosarcoma with severe gastrointestinal bleeding. This patient was referred to our institute for shock with tarry-bloody stool and severe anemia. Panendoscopy revealed multiple duodenal polypoid tumors, and initial biopsy specimen showed poorly differentiated adenocarcinoma. The tumors were treated with pancreaticoduodenectomy, but the patient died 2 weeks after the operation as a result of acute respiratory distress syndrome. The pathology was consistent with angiosarcoma of the duodenum. In our experience, this tumor may cause severe bleeding, and surgery should be performed as soon as possible to prevent complications of hypovolemic shock.